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T H E  V I R I D I A N

BOOKCORNER 
BY

 ANNA PAVLOWITCH



Mad Hatter,  Cheshire Cat ,  Queen of Hearts,  l ittle girl  wearing blue dress. All
endearingly enchanting characters of a Victorian fantasy children’s tale,  characters
with enough charm and absurdity to make several appearances at costume parties
across the globe. We all  know the story. Alice takes a tumble and falls through a
conveniently large hole, where she makes the important decision of to drink or not
to drink , to eat or not to eat ,  and the rest is history. Could there however, be a
different side to the ever so innocent white rabbit and his ever-ticking pocket
watch, to the hookah-smoking caterpillar,  to the delightfully naïve l ittle girl  who
talks to animals? Is there something behind the chill ing grin of the pink-and-purple-
striped pussycat? I  give you this.  The Mad Hatter represents the madness of the
Victorian era . He embodies people’s cultural obsession with mental i l lness. Another
proposal .  Food in wonderland is a metaphor for temptation and the consequences
it entails.  Alice changes sizes as she savours ‘Eat me’ cakes and ‘Drink me’ drinks,
and yet it  does not occur to her to hesitate before sampling all  sorts of delicacies
at the Hatter ’s tea party. Now I’ l l  take on the role of the fatalist .  Alice’s descent
underground is actually a “Descent into death.” The Queen’s favourite “Off with her
head!” catchphrase is a constant reminder of humanity ’s inevitable demise, while
the animals’  view of death as a humorous concept adds to the unsettling nature of
wonderland. And of course, there always exists the more straightforward theory
that Alice suffers from an identity crisis.  Believe it  or not ,  Lewis Carrol insisted
‘Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland’  to be pure entertainment , hiding no moralistic
purpose. I  suggest he take a leaf out of his own book and broaden his sense of
imagination. Perhaps he should even have a re-read of the section on the
Caterpillar ’s magic mushroom before he claims the work to be a mere children’s
story.

‘Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland’
by Lewis Carrol

T H E  V I R I D I A N

Happy carnival! Is that the appropriate celebratory remark for this allegedly jovial ritual? I
wouldn’t know. As you can tell, my enthusiasm for carnival has dwindled over the years as

the furtive search for multi-coloured hairpieces and extravagant heels has transformed
itself into the alarm-bell for the beginning of mock exam season. Bit of a shorter one this

month as I find myself in the throes of Apolyterion exams, but hope you enjoy joining me in
my dive down the rabbit hole.

Rapid-Fire Recommendations
‘ The Travelling Cat Chronicles’  by Hiro Arikawa:  A man and his cat on an important journey
against the backdrop of Japan’s changing seasons. Ethereally heartbreaking.

‘Nineteen Steps’ by Millie Bobby Brown: Still  gripped by the l ingering shadow of the Stranger
Things saga? Well ,  Mill ie Bobby Brown has certainly branched out with this one. War, anguish,
lost innocence. Another tear-jerker.

My Family and Other Animals’  by Gerald Durrell:  Ok , now for something a bit more cheerful .
Follow the Durrells as they take on the role of the British expats navigating l ife in Corfu. This
one’s for tears of laughter.
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MORBID
MYSTERIES

BY LEONIE WEIDERUD AND
LOUISA LIAPIS



The woman sat  beneath dim lantern l ight ,  her  f ingers  heavy with r ings,  her
voice low and confident  as  she traced the l ines  in  her  c l ient ’s  palm,  and

fl ipped through her  tarot  cards.  Outside,  carousel  music  twisted through
the night  a ir.  The carnival  promised wonder.  She promised truth.

But sometimes,  she promised death.

Ott i l ie  " Ti l l ie"  Kl imek  (born Otyl ia  Gburek)  in  1876 in  Poland
came to the United States  as  an infant  with her  parents.
Marrying her  or ig inal  husband Jozef  Mitkiewicz  in  1895.

In  early  20th-century Chicago,  Ti l l ie  made her  l iv ing as  a
fortune tel ler,  a  profession thr iv ing on mystery and
performance.  Tarot  cards,  crystal  bal ls,  whispered
prophecies.  But  Ti l l ie  wasn’ t  just  predict ing fate.  She was
manufactur ing i t .

Her  f i rst  husband died suddenly in  1911 after  a  
myster ious i l lness.  However,  before his  death,  Ti l l ie  had calmly told neighbours
he wouldn’ t  l ive  much longer.  When it  happened,  they dismissed i t  as
coincidence,  obviously  tragic ,  but  unsurpris ing.  Death v is its  everyone
eventual ly.

Then it  happened again.

She had quickly  remarr ied Joseph Ruskowski ,  and al l  seemed wel l  unt i l  he
fel l  v iolently  i l l  in  1920,  h is  body wast ing away whi le  Ti l l ie  quiet ly  told
fr iends that  his  end was approaching.  When he died,  doctors  blamed
natural  causes.

She marr ied Frank Kupczyk ,  in  1919,  then Frank began becoming i l l ,  same
symptoms.  Same predict ion,  she began to tel l  neighbours  that  Frank
“ Would not  l ive  long.”  Even mocking Frank ,  greet ing him in  the morning by
saying “ It  won' t  be long now,”  and “ You' l l  be dying soon,”  She even knitted
her             her  own ‘mourning hat ’  as  she sat  at  h is  bedside (which she
later                     later  wore to the tr ia l ) ,  and asked for  the landlady's
permis                   permission to store  a  bargain coff in  she'd found for  sale
ement .              in  the basement .   

Three husbands.  Three prophecies.  Three funerals .
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THE PROPHECY THAT KILLED
BY LEONIE WEIDERUD



In  1921 ,  after  Frank 's  death,  Ti l l ie  marr ied
Joseph Kl imek .  When he became i l l ,  doctors
suspected Arsenic ,  and tests  conf irmed it .  She
was arrested.

Bodies  of  Ti l l ie 's  other  husbands were
soon exhumed and found to contain  lethal
doses of  Arsenic .  Pol ice also arrested her
cousin,  Nell ie  Koul ik .  Ti l l ie  told the pol ice
that  she had told Nel l ie  she was t i red of
her  husband Frank .  Nel l ie  suggested
divorce.  Ti l l ie  said that  " I  wi l l  get  r id  of
him some other  way,"  and cla imed that
Nel l ie  had g iven her  a  "Goodly por t ion,"  of
a  poison cal led  "Rough on Rats."

After  Kl imek 's  arrest ,  i t  came to l ight  that  several  relat ives  and neighbours
of  the two women had died.  Two neighbours  Ti l l ie  had quarrel led with
became gravely  i l l  after  being g iven candy by her.  A  dog that  annoyed Ti l l ie
in  her  Winchester  Street  house had died of  Arsenic  poisoning.  Several  of
Ti l l ie  and Nel l ie 's  cousins  and relat ives  were found to have become gravely
i l l  short ly  after  eat ing at  Ti l l ie 's  house.  In  a l l ,  the l ist  included twenty
suspected vict ims,  fourteen of  whom had died.

In  1924,  Ti l l ie  Kl imek was sentenced to l i fe  in  pr ison,  where she died in
1936.

T H E  V I R I D I A N

At this  point ,  Ti l l ie ’s  reputat ion began to change.  What  once sounded l ike
mystical  ins ight  began to feel  l ike  something darker.  She wasn’ t  just  reading
palms,  she was reading obituar ies  in  advance.

Behind the curtain,  the tr ick  was Arsenic  –  a  s low,  pat ient  poison,  not  k i l l ing
quickly  or  dramatical ly,  but  gradual ly  through nausea ,  weakness,  and internal
fa i lure  often mistaken by doctors  at  the t ime for  stomach disease or
infect ion.  Ti l l ie  s l ipped it  into meals,  lett ing her  husbands fade away whi le
she stood by l ike  a  widow in  rehearsal .

So the next  t ime you see a  for tune tel ler ’s  s ign glowing beneath str iped
canvas,  remember sometimes the scariest  par t  of  the show isn’ t  the

predict ion.
It ’s  the person making sure it  comes true.
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YOU’LL NEVER WALK ALONE
BY LOUISA LIAPIS

Fol lowing his  wife ’s  devastat ing death,  the reputable  sculptor,  Daniel
Muller,  carved an unconventional ,  menacing carousel  horse,  rendering i t
his  “Mil itar y  horse,”  yet  unaware of  what  i t  would ult imately  manifest .  

The horse i tself  was in it ia l ly  painted sanguine,
l ike  that  of  blood.  I ts  muzzle  was stretched into
a savage,  gr izz ly  scream,  reveal ing i ts  array of
vic ious teeth.  I t  was notor ious for  petr i f y ing the
youth,  and rumours of  i ts  cursed nature ta inted
its  image.   

Despite  i ts  haunting appearance though,  the
horse was favoured by var ious nat ional  parks,
who dragged it  around the US,  unt i l  i t  eventual ly
wound up in  Cedar  Park ,  Texas,  half  a  century
after  i ts  debut ,  where the rumours adopted a
physical ,  or  better  yet ,  l iminal  form.  

During a  seemingly  unremarkable  shift  on a  rather  stale  night ,  an employee at
the park  c la imed to have spotted the carousel  s lowly spinning on i ts  own,
creaking with every pause as  i f  i t  were struggl ing to  sustain  i tself.  As  he
hesitantly  approached it ,  he not iced a  subdued,  g low radiat ing from a rather
dishevel led woman who remained stagnant  on the horse ’s  back .  Her  hair
protruded from al l  d irect ions,  coi l ing around her  ar id  eyes and ashen l ips.  Her
head lay t i l ted to the s ide,  paral le l  to  her  scrawny shoulder.  

Terr i f ied,  the employee immediately  f led the park ,  never  to  return.  The
sight ings of  this  unearthly  woman continued,  with several  v is itors  a l legedly
feel ing someone bite  them when they merely  neared the rusty structure.  

I t  is  speculated that  the ent ity  is  Mul ler ’s  deceased wife ’s
soul ,  lurk ing around the park ,  attached to the horse her

beloved husband sculpted and refusing to  al low people to
r ide i t .   

In  an attempt to ensure everyone’s  safety,  the authentic
horse is  now stored elsewhere and was replaced with a

repl ica ,  though employees proceed insist ing on the fact  that
gentle  footsteps st i l l  echo around the desolate park  late  at

night .   



VIDEO ARCHIVES
T H E  V I R I D I A N

BY SIMONA MITSI



I n d i r e c t l y,  c a r n i v a l  i s  a b o u t  c o m p l e t e  a n d  u n t a m e d  f r e e d o m .  I t ’ s  a n
o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  e x p l o r e  o u r  i d e n t i t y  b y  s t r i p p i n g  o u r s e l v e s  o f  e v e r y d a y

m u n d a n i t y  a n d  r e v e l i n g  i n  o u r  m o s t  e x t r o v e r t e d ,  e x u b e r a n t ,
e x t r a v a g a n t  s e l v e s .  W e ’ r e  i n v i t e d  t o  b e  e x p r e s s i v e  i n  f l a m b o y a n t  a n d
e x c e s s i v e  p e r s o n a s ,  l e t  g o  o f  o u r  i n h i b i t i o n s  a n d  g e t  l o s t  i n  t h e  p u l s e

a n d  t h r i l l  o f  t h e  o c c a s i o n .
   

O n  t h e  s u r f a c e ,  i t ’ s  a n  i n t o x i c a t i n g  b l e n d  o f  c o m m u n i t y,  c u l t u r e ,
c o s t u m e s  a n d  d a n c e ,  o v e r l o a d e d  b y  s o u n d  a n d  c o l o r  t h a t

o v e r s t i m u l a t e s  e v e r y  s e n s e .  H o w e v e r,  t o  m e ,  t h e  m a i n  e v e n t  i s  m u s i c .
I t ’ s  t h e  d r i v i n g  f o r c e  b e h i n d  t h e  f a ç a d e  o f  s e q u i n s  a n d  f e a t h e r s ,  t h a t

f r e e s  u s  f r o m  o u r  i n h i b i t i o n s  a n d  t u r n s  c r o w d s  i n t o  c o m m u n i t i e s .    
W h i c h  b r i n g s  m e ,  s u r p r i s i n g l y,  t o  E l v i s .  

' E l v i s  ( 2 0 2 2 ) '  i s  a n  e l e c t r i f y i n g  b i o p i c  d i r e c t e d  b y  B a z  L u h r m a n n
s t a r r i n g  A u s t i n  B u t l e r  i n  w h a t  G u a r d i a n  d e e m s  a  “ K a l e i d o s c o p e  o f

p o r t r a i t  o f  t h e  k i n g  o f  r o c k  a n d  r o l l .”  N o w ,  I ’ m  a w a r e  o f  t h e  c o n t r o v e r s y
s u r r o u n d i n g  m e d i o c r e  m u s i c i a n  b i o p i c s ,  b u t  I  a s s u r e  y o u  t h a t  t h e  E l v i s
m o v i e  d o e s  n o t  f a l l  i n t o  t h i s  c a t e g o r y.  D o o m e d  t o  s u b - p a r  r e v i e w s  a n d

b e i n g  d i s m i s s e d  a s  “ C l i c h é ,”  f o r  f a i l i n g  t o  l i v e  u p  t o  f a n s ’  h a r s h
e x p e c t a t i o n s ,  i t ’ s  a  g e n r e  t h a t  r a r e l y  e x c e l s .  B y  n o  m e a n s  d o  I  c l a i m

t h a t  t h e  E l v i s  m o v i e  i s  a  r e v e l a t i o n  b u t  c o n s i d e r i n g  h o w  l o w  m y
e x p e c t a t i o n s  w e r e  i n  t h e  f i r s t  p l a c e  d u e  t o  m y  p r o f o u n d  i n d i f f e r e n c e  t o

E l v i s  o r  h i s  m u s i c  w h a t s o e v e r,  I  w a s  p l e a s a n t l y  s u r p r i s e d .    

T H E  V I R I D I A N

I  l o v e d  h o w  B a z  L u h r m a n n  c a p t u r e s  t h e  5 0 s  a s  a  f r e n z i e d  a n d  e l e c t r i f i e d
c u l t u r a l  c a r n i v a l ,  p l a c i n g  E l v i s  i n  t h e  c e n t e r  s t a g e :  t h e  m a i n  s p e c t a c l e  o f

t h e  g l o b a l  w a v e  o f  r e b e l l i o u s  r o c k  a n d  r o l l .  H e  w a s n ’ t  j u s t  a  p o p u l a r  a r t i s t ;
h e  w a s  t h e  f a c e  o f  r e s t l e s s  y o u t h  a n d  t h e  t i m e ’ s  b i g g e s t  p o p  i c o n .  F r o m

r a d i c a l l y  b r e a k i n g  d o w n  r a c i a l  b o u n d a r i e s  b e t w e e n  1 9 5 0 s  s e g r e g a t e d
A m e r i c a n  s o c i e t y  t o  h i s  s a u c y  h i p - a c t i o n ,  f l a s h y  s e q u i n e d  o u t f i t s  a n d
h y p n o t i z i n g  a l l u r e ,  E l v i s  e m b o d i e d  a  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  c u l t u r a l  c a r n i v a l .  

H o w e v e r,  L u h r m a n n  s h e d s  l i g h t  o n  a  m u c h  m o r e  s i n i s t e r  a n d  d a r k  s i d e  o f
E l v i s ’  l i f e  i n  t h e  s e c o n d  h a l f  o f  t h e  m o v i e .  C o l o n e l  To m  P a r k e r  i s

c h a r a c t e r i z e d  a s  a n  e v i l  c i r c u s  r i n g m a s t e r  w h o  m i s t r e a t e d  a n d  v i c t i m i z e d
E l v i s  b y  f e e d i n g  i n t o  h i s  d r u g  a b u s e ,  d r i v i n g  h i m  t o  c o m p l e t e  a n d  u t t e r

e x h a u s t i o n  a s  w e l l  a s  e x p l o i t i n g  h i m  t h r o u g h  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  m a n i p u l a t i o n ,
m u c h  l i k e  a  t o r t u r e d  c i r c u s  a n i m a l .  I n  t h i s  w a y,  t h e  E l v i s  m o v i e  e x p l o r e s

h o w  t h e  l i f e  o f  f a m e  c a n  b e c o m e  a  s i c k  c a r n i v a l  w i t h  n o  e x i t s .



HISTORY

BY DAPHNE LIAPIS
AND RENEE STROUTHOU
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 D u r i n g  t h e  1 6 t h  c e n t u r y,  B r a z i l  w a s  u n d e r  P o r t u g u e s e  c o l o n i z a t i o n ,  a n d
l i f e  i n  t h e  s t r e e t s  o f  R i o  d e  J a n e i r o  w a s  s i m p l e  a n d  c o m m u n a l .  D u r i n g
t h i s  t i m e ,  a  s m a l l  s t r e e t  f e s t i v a l  w o u l d  t a k e  p l a c e ,  w h e r e  l o c a l s  g a t h e r e d
t o  p l a y  s t r e e t  g a m e s ,  d a n c e ,  a n d  e n j o y  l i g h t - h e a r t e d  m o c k e r y.  O v e r  t i m e ,
n e w  e l e m e n t s  w e r e  a d d e d  t o  t h e s e  c e l e b r a t i o n s .  C o s t u m e s  b e c a m e  p a r t
o f  t h e  t r a d i t i o n  a n d  b y  t h e  1 8 4 0 s ,  l i v e l y  m u s i c  h a d  b e c o m e  a  k e y  f e a t u r e
o f  R i o  C a r n i v a l .  T h e s e  d e v e l o p m e n t s  g r a d u a l l y  s h a p e d  R i o  C a r n i v a l  i n t o
t h e  w o r l d - f a m o u s  c e l e b r a t i o n  i t  i s  t o d a y.
 T h e  m o s t  f a m o u s  p a r t  o f  R i o  c a r n i v a l  i s  t h e  s a m b a  p a r a d e .  L a r g e
p e r f o r m a n c e  g r o u p s ,  k n o w n  a s  s a m b a  s c h o o l s ,  p r e p a r e  f o r  t h i s  m o m e n t
a l l  y e a r.  W e a r i n g  b r i g h t ,  c o l o u r f u l  c o s t u m e s  a n d  r e h e a r s i n g  c o m p l e x
d a n c e  r o u t i n e s ,  t h e y  p a r a d e  t h r o u g h  a  s p e c i a l  a r e n a  c a l l e d  t h e
S a m b a d r o m e  t e l l i n g  s t o r i e s  o f  t h e i r  c u l t u r e  a n d  t r a d i t i o n .  W i t h  t h e  h e l p
o f  t h e  d r u m m e r s  a n d  c h e e r i n g  c r o w d s ,  a n  u n f o r g e t t a b l e  a t m o s p h e r e  i s
c r e a t e d .  S i m u l t a n e o u s l y,  t h e  c a r n i v a l  i s  a l s o  e m b e d d e d  d e e p l y  i n t o  t h e
r o o t s  o f  C h r i s t i a n  t r a d i t i o n s .  F o r  m a n y  a r o u n d  t h e  w o r l d ,  n o t  j u s t  t h e
p e o p l e  i n  B r a z i l ,  i t  i s  a  w a y  t o  m a r k  t h e  s t a r t  o f  L e n t ,  a  f o r t y - d a y  f a s t i n g
p e r i o d  l e a d i n g  u p  t o  E a s t e r.

T H E  V I R I D I A N

W h e t h e r  t o  c e l e b r a t e  r e l i g i o n ,  e m b r a c e  y o u r  c o m m u n i t y,  o r  h a v e  s o m e
f u n ,  t h e  c a r n i v a l  i s  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  p e r i o d  w h e r e  e v e r y o n e  c a n  c o m e

t o g e t h e r.  N o  m a t t e r  w h a t  p a r t  o f  t h e  p l a n e t  y o u  a r e  f r o m ,  c a r n i v a l  i s  a
t i m e  w h e n  p e o p l e  c a n  e x p r e s s  t h e m s e l v e s ,  f e e l  j o y,  a n d  c e l e b r a t e

t r a d i t i o n .  S o m e  o f  t h e  m o s t  p o p u l a r  c a r n i v a l s  a r e  t h e  o n e s  h o s t e d  i n  R i o
a n d  V e n i c e .

T h e  V e n i c e  c a r n i v a l  i s  o n e  o f  t h e  o l d e s t ,  m o s t  f a s c i n a t i n g
t r a d i t i o n a l  c a r n i v a l s .  I t  o r i g i n a t e d  i n  1 1 6 2 ,  i n  V e n i c e ,  a n d

b e c a m e  a n  o f f i c i a l  c e l e b r a t i o n  i n  t h e  R e n a i s s a n c e .  I t s
c a r n i v a l  t o o k  p l a c e  i n  t h e  f i r s t  m o n t h s  o f  t h e  y e a r,  u s u a l l y

F e b r u a r y  a n d  M a r c h ,  t o  m a r k  t h e  p e r i o d  b e f o r e  L e n t .  I t  i s
u s u a l l y  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  a s  a  p e r i o d  o f  h e d o n i s t i c  p l e a s u r e ,

s i n c e  p e o p l e  l e t  l o o s e ,  d r e s s  i n  e c c e n t r i c  c o s t u m e s ,  a n d  h a v e
a  g o o d  t i m e ,  e n j o y i n g  t h e  p a r t y.  

I t  w a s  s y m b o l i s e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  b i z a r r e  a n d  c o l o u r f u l  m a s k s
e v e r y o n e  w o r e ,  w h i c h  a c t e d  a s  a  f a ç a d e ,  b e c a u s e  t h e y  d i d  n o t

k n o w  w h o  t h e  o t h e r  p e r s o n  w a s .  T h i s  s e n s e  o f  a n o n y m i t y
e v o k e d  a  s e n s e  o f  f r e e d o m  a n d  c l o u d e d  t h e  s o c i a l  c l a s s

p o s i t i o n s  p e o p l e  w e r e  b o r n  i n t o .  M a s k s  s u c h  a s  B a u t a ,  w h i c h
w a s  a  f a m o u s  w h i t e  m a s k ,  w i t h  a  h a t ,  t h a t  a l l o w e d  e a t i n g  a n d
d r i n k i n g  w i t h o u t  r e m o v i n g  i t ,  a n d  M o r e t t a ,  w h i c h  w a s  a  s m a l l
b l a c k  v e l v e t  m a s k  w o r n  b y  w o m e n  w h e r e  t w o  o f  t h e  p r e v a l e n t

m a s k s  s e e n  a t  t h e  t i m e .  



A l t h o u g h  t h i s  i s  t h e  c a s e ,  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  i n v a s i o n  o f  V e n i c e
b y  N a p o l e o n  i n  1 7 9 7,  t h i s  c a r n i v a l  a n d  i t s  t r a d i t i o n s  w e r e

b a n n e d .  I t  w a s  f o r b i d d e n  t o  w e a r  m a s k s  o r  t o  c e l e b r a t e  i n
a n y  w a y.  T h i s  h a d  d e t r i m e n t a l  e f f e c t s  o n  t h e

s o c i o e c o n o m i c  h e a l t h  o f  V e n i c e ,  s i n c e  t h e r e  w a s  n o  m e a n s
o f  c e l e b r a t i o n ,  w h i c h  r e d u c e d  i t s  t o u r i s m ,  m a n u f a c t u r i n g ,

a n d  g a m b l i n g  g a i n s .  T h i s  l e d  t o  a  f a l l  i n  p r o s p e r i t y.
H o w e v e r,  t w o  c e n t u r i e s  l a t e r,  i n  1 9 7 9,  i t  w a s  b r o u g h t  b a c k ,

a l l o w i n g  V e n i c e  t o  b e n e f i t  f r o m  t h e  p o s i t i v e  s o c i a l ,
c u l t u r a l ,  a n d  e c o n o m i c  g a i n s  o f  t h e  c a r n i v a l  o n c e  a g a i n .  I t

w a s  r e - i n t r o d u c e d  a s  a  m e a n s  f o r  t h e  I t a l i a n  g o v e r n m e n t  t o
r e v i t a l i z e  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  t h i s  c a r n i v a l  a n d

c e l e b r a t i o n ,  w h i l s t  a l s o  t o  i n c r e a s e  t o u r i s m ,  t o  g r o w  m o r e
e c o n o m i c a l l y.

T H E  V I R I D I A N

 T h r o u g h o u t  h i s t o r y,  t h i s  c e l e b r a t i o n  w a s  f a m o u s  f o r  i t s  l u x u r i o u s
b a l l s ,  i t s  m a s k s ,  a n d  i t s  g a m b l i n g  n a t u r e ,  w h i c h  s e r v e d  a s  a n
e c o n o m i c  o u t l e t  f o r  t h e  c i t y,  a s  i t  g a i n e d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l
r e c o g n i t i o n ,  e s p e c i a l l y  f r o m  E u r o p e a n  n a t i o n s ,  a n d  s o  a n  i n c r e a s e d
l e v e l  o f  t o u r i s m .  I t  w o u l d  b e  a  w a y  f o r  m a n u f a c t u r e r s  t o  m a k e  m o r e
p r o f i t ,  b e c a u s e  t h e r e  w o u l d  b e  i m m e n s e  d e m a n d  f o r  c o s t u m e s ,  a n d
i t  a l l o w e d  p e o p l e  t o  g a m b l e  w h i c h  w a s  u s u a l l y  i l l e g a l ,  b u t  w a s
p e r m i t t e d  d u r i n g  t h i s  t i m e ,  a n d  s o  i n c r e a s e d  f u n d i n g .  

 I n  c o n c l u s i o n ,  g l o b a l l y,  m a n y  c a r n i v a l s  h a v e  s h a p e d  t h e
e c o n o m i c  a n d  c u l t u r a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  n a t i o n s  t h r o u g h
t r a d i t i o n a l  m u s i c ,  c o s t u m e s ,  a n d  f o o d ;  c a r n i v a l s  b r i n g
p e o p l e  t o g e t h e r  t o  e n j o y  t h i s  b l i s s f u l  t i m e  o f  t h e  y e a r.  T h e
R i o  c a r n i v a l  a n d  t h e  V e n i c e  c a r n i v a l  a r e  t w o  o f  t h e  m o s t
i n f a m o u s ,  a n d  h i s t o r i c a l l y  r i c h  c a r n i v a l s ,  w i t h  i m m e n s e
t r a d i t i o n a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e .



THE 

BY
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FASHION
FIX



W h a t  b e t t e r  w a y  t o  k i c k  o f f  c a r n i v a l  s e a s o n  t h a n  w i t h  s o m e  F a s h i o n
F a v o u r i t e s ?  T h e  S e n i o r  S c h o o l ,  w h i l e  b e i n g  a n  e d u c a t i o n a l  i n s t i t u t i o n ,

i n t e n t i o n a l l y  o r  u n i n t e n t i o n a l l y  d o u b l e s  a s  a  f a s h i o n  s h o w .  W h e t h e r
w e ’ d  l i k e  t o  a d m i t  i t  o r  n o t ,  o u r  t e a c h e r s  a r e  s o m e  o f  t h e  b e s t  i n  t h e

g a m e .

F o r  F e b r u a r y,  w e  g a t h e r e d  7  l o v e l y  f a s h i o n i s t a s  a n d  f a s h i o n i s t o s ,  b e s t
r e f l e c t i n g  t h e  s p i r i t  o f  t h e  c a r n i v a l  s e a s o n .

T H E  V I R I D I A N



T H E  V I R I D I A N

A DIP IN
THOUGHT

B Y  F A T I M A  S A N J A K D A R



ALL IN GOOD FUN
T H E  V I R I D I A N

T h r o u g h  t h e  w i n d o w  o f  t h e  F e r r i s  W h e e l  o r  t h e  g a p  i n  t h e  c i r c u s  t e n t ,  y o u ’ l l
f i n d  t h a t  b e y o n d  t h e  a t t r a c t i o n s ,  a  c a r n i v a l  a c t s  a s  a  m i c r o c o s m  f o r

s p i r i t u a l i t y,  e x p r e s s i o n ,  a n d  l u d i c r o u s n e s s .  T h e s e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  h a v e  b e e n
i n h e r i t e d  f r o m  c a r n i v a l s ’  p o l y t h e i s t i c  o r i g i n s  a n d  h a v e  s e a m l e s s l y  s e e p e d

i n t o  m o d e r n  f e s t i v i t i e s .  A f t e r  a l l ,  o u r  p r e s e n t  i s  a  p a t c h w o r k  o f  a l l  t h a t  h a s
b e e n  p r e s e r v e d  f r o m  t h e  p a s t .

I n  P a g a n  t r a d i t i o n s ,  c a r n i v a l s  w e r e  i n a u g u r a t e d  a s  a  c u l t u r a l  d e n o t a t i o n  o f
t h e  n a t u r a l  w o r l d  s u c h  a s  t h e  E a r t h ’ s  a g r i c u l t u r a l  c y c l e s .  A s  h u m a n i t y
f o l l o w e d  t h e  E a r t h ’ s  r h y t h m ,  t h e  r e g u l a t i o n s  a n d  p r o p r i e t i e s  o f  s o c i e t y  w e r e
b l a n k e t e d  b e n e a t h  r a d i c a l  t r a d i t i o n s  l i k e  i n t o x i c a t i o n ,  g a m b l i n g ,  a n d  r o l e p l a y,
s u c h  a s  t h e  l i m i n a l  p h e n o m e n o n  w h e r e b y  m a s t e r s  s e r v e d  t h e i r  s l a v e s .
C a r n i v a l s  e n c a p s u l a t e d  a b s u r d i t y  a n d  r e b e l l i o n  f o r  c e n t u r i e s  t o  f o l l o w ,  a n d
t h e  m o d e r n  p e r c e p t i o n  o f  t h e s e  c e l e b r a t i o n s  w a s  a d o p t e d  i n  t h e  M i d d l e  A g e s .
T r a d i t i o n s  s u c h  a s  h o w  t h e  i n f a m o u s l y  e l a b o r a t e  E u r o p e a n  M a s q u e r a d e  B a l l s
p e r m i t t e d  a  s h e d d i n g  o f  o n e ’ s  i d e n t i t y  i n  a  t i m e  f u l l  o f  s o c i a l  d i v i s i o n s  a n d
t a b o o s .  A n d  s o ,  f o r  o n e  d a y,  u n d e r  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  a l c o h o l  a n d  i m p r e s s i v e
a n o n y m i t y,  m i s c h i e f  w a s  m a s k e d  a s  m a d n e s s .

I n  N o r t h  A m e r i c a ,  t h e  e r a s u r e  o f  i n d i g e n o u s  t r i b e s  a n d  e x p l o i t a t i o n  o f
c o l o n i s e d  s l a v e s  r e m o v e d  f r e e d o m s  a n d  c i v i l i s a t i o n s  b u t  b o r r o w e d  t r a d i t i o n s
t h a t  p r o v e d  t o  b e  f r a u g h t  w i t h  h o p e .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  i n  L o u i s i a n a ,  s l a v e s  f r o m
F r e n c h  t e r r i t o r i e s  i n  A f r i c a  b r o u g h t  w i t h  t h e m  c e l e b r a t i o n s  s u c h  a s  M a r d i
G r a s .  I n  c o n t r a s t ,  t h e  r e s i s t a n c e  a g a i n s t  r a c i a l  v i o l e n c e  i n  o t h e r  A f r i c a n
c o u n t r i e s ,  s u c h  a s  T r i n i d a d  a n d  To b a g o ,  h a v e  e v o l v e d  f r o m  p r o t e s t s  i n t o
a n n u a l  c e l e b r a t i o n s  o f  f r e e d o m .

W h e t h e r  i n t e n t i o n a l  o r  n o t ,  m o d e r n
c a r n i v a l s  h a v e  s p r o u t e d  i n  t h e  w e s t  f r o m
A b r a h a m i c  o r i g i n s ,  a n d  m o s t  s i g n i f i c a n t l y
f r o m  t h e  s e a s o n  o f  L e n t .  T h e  w o r d  ‘ C a r n i v a l ’
c o m e s  f r o m  t h e  L a t i n  “ C a r n e  V a l e ,"  w h i c h
m e a n s  “ F a r e w e l l  m e a t .”  T h i s  c o n c e p t
m a n i f e s t s  i t s e l f  a r o u n d  t h e  w o r l d ,  b u t  i s  a l s o
f o u n d  v e r y  c l o s e  t o  h o m e ,  w i t h  t h e  C y p r i o t
t r a d i t i o n  o f  Ts i k n o p e m p t i .  A s i d e  f r o m  t h e
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  p a r a d e ,  c o s t u m e s ,  a n d
b a r b e q u e s ,  t h e  c e l e b r a t i o n  a c t s  a s  a  t r i b u t e
t o  t h e  O r t h o d o x  C h r i s t i a n  b l o o d  t h a t  i s
f o u n d  d e e p  i n  t h e  s o i l  o f  C y p r u s .



T H E  V I R I D I A N

I n  D h a r m i c  F a i t h s ,  c a r n i v a l s  e m b e d  m y t h o l o g y  i n  o u r  m o d e r n  s o c i e t y  t h r o u g h
s o u n d  a n d  c o l o u r,  c r e a t i n g  a  h o l i s t i c  e x p e r i e n c e  w h e r e b y  t e a c h i n g s  o f  l i f e
a n d  d e a t h  a r e  c e l e b r a t e d .  T h o u g h  t h e s e  f e s t i v i t i e s  d a t e  b a c k  m i l l e n n i u m s ,
t h e y  a r e  i m p r e s s i v e l y  a d j a c e n t  w i t h  m o d e r n  v a l u e s ,  s u c h  a s  e n v i r o n m e n t a l
c o n s c i o u s n e s s  a n d  p a c i f i s m .  M a n y  o f  t h e s e  p r a c t i c e s  a r e  a  p r o p a g a t i o n  o f  t h e
t e a c h i n g s  a n d  s c r i p t u r e  a n d  p r o m o t e  m o r a l  c o n d u c t .

T h r o u g h o u t  h u m a n i t y,  c a r n i v a l s  h a v e
a c t e d  a s  a  r e m i n d e r  t h a t

c o n t r a d i c t i o n  r u p t u r e s  t h r o u g h  o u r
n o r m a l i t i e s  y e t  c a n  p e r s e v e r e  w h e n

i t ’ s  a c c e p t e d .  D i s o r d e r  i s  p o r t r a y e d  a s
i n t e n t i o n a l  a n d  d i s g u i s e s  a s  p l a y f u l  t o
m a s k  t h e  c o m p l e x i t y  e a c h  c e l e b r a t i o n

i s  e m b e d d e d  w i t h .  N o n e t h e l e s s ,  a s
p r o v e n  a c r o s s  t h e  g l o b e  a n d

t h r o u g h o u t  h i s t o r y,  s p i r i t u a l i t y  h a s
b e e n  m o s t  p r o m i n e n t  w h e n  i t  i s

c e l e b r a t e d .
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When I  hear the word “Carnival” the first thing that comes to mind is the Macarena .
And when this song does come up (and it will) ,  it  is obligatory to dance to the

Macarena .  Every single person born after the 1980s has danced to the Macarena  at
least once in their l ife (yes even yours truly).  Now imagine you start doing the

Macarena ,  but once you start you don’t stop until  you die.  

Today’s yap session takes us back to the early 16th century, in a time where if  you
repeatedly said 2 consecutive numbers over and over again, you would be called a

witch and burned at the stake (you know who you are).  The incident which I  will  yap
about today occurred in the town of Strasburg, in what is now France. This town had

a very hard time in the early 1500s, since it  was ravaged by famine and a Smallpox
epidemic. So, l ike anyone in this predicament , the citizens of Strasburg claimed that
the end times were upon them. To add to this,  the Protestant Reformation was well

on its way. Although the Reformation was stil l  in its infancy in 1518, it  had a big
impact on the citizens of the predominantly-Catholic town.  

All  of this was just too much for one woman by the name of Frau Troffea to bear,  and
so she started to dance in the street in July of 1518 (the months are important , so

pay attention).  Seems harmless, right? Just a woman letting out her frustration in the
form of a dance. Wrong! This woman was dancing for a week non-stop, day and night .

In this week, she managed to compel approximately 40 more people to join in her
frantic dance. By the end of the month, she managed to gather over 400

participants. That may not sound like a lot ,  but for a relatively small  town in the
Middle Ages, it  had a big impact on the town, since the dancers disrupted trade and

even scared off some residents and pilgrims.
 

At the time, the cause for this dancing was unknown, and to a certain extent , it  stil l  is
(more on that later).  The City Council ,  clueless on what to do, first turned to the

doctors for a solution. The doctors said that the people’s blood was overheating due
to the hot nature of the summer of 1518. The cure for this,  according to the doctors,

was to just keep dancing, in addition to doing some bloodletting (the Middle Ages
were a weird time).  So, the city employed an orchestra to follow these people around

until  their blood “Cooled down.” This did not work . Shocker,  I  know. 

So, the City Council  turned to the Church. The Church, l ike always during this time,
said that the root of the unstoppable dancing was some good old-fashioned heresy.
More specifically,  the church said that the dancers angered St .  Vitus, and thus the
Saint punished them by making them dance uncontrollably. This explanation by the

Church was (somehow) a good explanation for the City Council ,  hence the City
Council  decided to take the dancers on an all-expenses-paid trip to a monastery (yes,

really).  This surprisingly worked, and so this “Dancing mania ,” was cured. 

I  may or may not have l ied when I  said that by the end of August 1518, there were
over 400 people dancing. The truth is we do not know the exact number of people
afflicted by the “Dancing mania ,” or their exact symptoms. Although most sources
agree on the core events of this incident , there are some disagreements regarding

the more specific details – this is starting to remind me of IGCSE History.. .   

And now, as promised, an explanation for what actually caused this.  The short answer
is,  I  have no idea; the long answer is that scientists have some theories.  The most

widely accepted theory is mass hysteria .  To cut a very long story short ,  mass
hysteria is when a group of people collectively experience intense fear,  anxiety, or

physical symptoms without a real or identifiable cause, often spreading through
social influence. In other words, the stress caused by hardship along with the belief

that St .  Vitus would punish the citizens of Strassburg for their sins, caused some
people to start erratically dancing, without any clear cause. Other (and funnier

theories in my opinion) state that Frau Troffea  initiated this dance to embarrass her
husband. 

Moral of the story, next time you think about dancing the Macarena ,  don’t ,  because
you may not be able to stop.. .  
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T h e r e  a r e  g e n r e s  t h a t  c a r e  d e e p l y  a b o u t  y o u r  t a s t e .  T h e y  w a n t  t o  b e
u n d e r s t o o d .  C a t e g o r i z e d .  C u r a t e d  i n t o  t h e  r i g h t  p l a y l i s t .  T h e y  w a n t  f i v e

s t a r s ,  a  p a r a g r a p h  o f  t h o u g h t s ,  a n d  a  c l e a n  p l a c e  i n  y o u r  i d e n t i t y.

C a r n i v a l  m u s i c  d o e s  n o t  w a n t  a n y  o f  t h a t .

C a r n i v a l  m u s i c  d o e s  n o t  a s k  w h a t  y o u ’ r e  i n t o .  I t  d o e s  n o t  w a i t  f o r  y o u r
m o o d  t o  s t a b i l i z e .

 I t  c o u l d n ’ t  c a r e  l e s s  t h a t  y o u r  S p o t i f y  W r a p p e d  i n s i s t s  y o u ’ r e  “ M o s t l y
c h i l l ,  s o m e t i m e s  n o s t a l g i c ,  o c c a s i o n a l l y  u n w e l l .”  C a r n i v a l  m u s i c  o p e r a t e s

o n  a  m u c h  s i m p l e r,  m u c h  m o r e  a g g r e s s i v e  p r e m i s e :  y o u  d o n ’ t  h a v e  t o  l i k e  i t
–  y o u  j u s t  h a v e  t o  g i v e  i n .  

T h i s  i s  w h a t  m a k e s  i t  c o n f u s i n g  t o  e x p l a i n  a n d  i m p o s s i b l e  t o  r e s i s t .
W e  l i v e  i n  a n  e r a  o f  i n f i n i t e  c h o i c e .  S k i p  b u t t o n s ,  f i l t e r s ,  a l g o r i t h m s  t h a t

f l a t t e n  y o u r  p e r s o n a l i t y  i n t o  l i s t e n i n g  s t a t s .  E v e n  e n j o y m e n t  h a s  b e c o m e  a
d e c i s i o n .  D o  I  l i k e  t h i s  e n o u g h ?  I s  t h i s  m y  v i b e ?  S h o u l d  I  p o s t  t h i s  o r  w i l l  I

r e g r e t  i t  l a t e r ?

C a r n i v a l  m u s i c  s h o w s  u p  a n d  r e m o v e s  t h e  q u e s t i o n  e n t i r e l y.

 Yo u  d o n ’ t  c h o o s e  t h e  s o n g  –  t h a t ' s  b e e n
t a k e n  c a r e  o f  a  w h i l e  a g o .  Yo u  d o n ’ t
c h o o s e  t h e  v o l u m e  –  y o u r  c h e s t  f e e l s  i t
b e f o r e  y o u r  b r a i n  d o e s .  Yo u  d o n ’ t
c h o o s e  t h e  m o m e n t  –  i t ’ s  a l r e a d y
h a p p e n i n g  a r o u n d  y o u .  T h e r e  i s  n o
s k i p p i n g ,  n o  e a s i n g  i n ,  n o  c a r e f u l l y
c u r a t e d  e n t r y  p o i n t .  C a r n i v a l  m u s i c  i s
a n t i - c h o i c e ,  a n d  t h a t ’ s  e x a c t l y  w h y  i t
f e e l s  s o  g o o d .

 A t  f i r s t ,  e v e r y o n e  t h i n k s  t h e y ’ r e
i m m u n e .  Yo u  s t a n d  t o  t h e  s i d e  w i t h  y o u r
a r m s  c r o s s e d  a n d  k e e p  l o o k i n g  a t  t h e
t i m e .  Yo u  t e l l  y o u r s e l f  y o u ’ l l  j u s t  w a t c h
f o r  a  b i t .  Yo u  c o n f u s e  d i s t a n c e  w i t h
c o n t r o l .  C a r n i v a l  m u s i c  d o e s n ’ t  r u s h
y o u .  I t  r e p e a t s  i t s e l f  l o u d l y  a n d
p a t i e n t l y,  u n t i l  s t a n d i n g  s t i l l  b e c o m e s
m o r e  e x h a u s t i n g  t h a n  m o v i n g .  T h i s  i s n ’ t
p e r s u a s i o n  s o  m u c h  a s  p r e s s u r e  –
c o l l e c t i v e ,  r h y t h m i c ,  j o y f u l  p r e s s u r e .  A t
s o m e  p o i n t ,  w h e n  y o u  h a v e n ’ t  d e c i d e d  t o
j o i n  i n ,  y o u  r e a l i s e  y o u  a l r e a d y  h a v e .
T h a t ’ s  b e c a u s e  c a r n i v a l  m u s i c  d o e s n ’ t
r e w a r d  t a s t e .  I t  d o e s n ’ t  m a t t e r  i f  y o u
k n o w  t h e  l y r i c s ,  i f  y o u ’ v e  “ O u t g r o w n  i t ,”
o r  i f  y o u  o n l y  l i k e  o n e  v e r y  s p e c i f i c  e r a
a n d  n o t h i n g  a f t e r.  I t  d o e s n ’ t  r e s p o n d  t o
c r i t i q u e  o r  r a n k i n g .  A l l  i t  a s k s  f o r  i s
c o n s e n t  –  n o t  e n t h u s i a s m ,  n o t
u n d e r s t a n d i n g ,  j u s t  a  w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  s t o p
r e s i s t i n g  t h e  m o m e n t ,  w h i c h  i s  m a y b e
w h y  i t  u n s e t t l e s  p e o p l e  w h o  a r e  u s e d  t o
o v e r t h i n k i n g  e v e r y t h i n g .  C a r n i v a l  m u s i c
d o e s  n o t  m e e t  y o u  h a l f w a y.  I t  m e e t s  y o u
w h e r e  y o u  a r e  a n d  k e e p s  g o i n g  a n y w a y.
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F o r  t h o s e  w h o  g r e w  u p  a r o u n d  c a r n i v a l ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  s m a l l e r  c o m m u n i t i e s
l i k e  t h e  C y p r i o t  c a r n i v a l  s c e n e ,  t h i s  d y n a m i c  n e v e r  n e e d e d  e x p l a i n i n g .

C a r n i v a l  w a s n ’ t  s o m e t h i n g  y o u  d i s c o v e r e d  o r  o p t e d  i n t o .  I t  w a s  p a r t  o f  t h e
y e a r.  T h e  s a m e  s t r e e t s ,  t h e  s a m e  n o i s e ,  t h e  s a m e  s o n g s  r e t u r n i n g  n o  m a t t e r
h o w  m u c h  t i m e  h a d  p a s s e d .  Yo u  d i d n ’ t  c h o o s e  i t .  Yo u  a b s o r b e d  i t .  C a r n i v a l

m a r k e d  t i m e .  F o r  a  f e w  d a y s ,  t h e  r u l e s  s o f t e n e d  –  n o t  d r a m a t i c a l l y,  b u t
n o t i c e a b l y.  A n d  t h e n  i t  e n d e d .  T r y i n g  t o  e x p l a i n  c a r n i v a l  m u s i c  l a t e r  c a n

f e e l  a w k w a r d  b e c a u s e  i t  w a s  n e v e r  m e a n t  t o  b e  j u s t i f i e d .  I t  w a s n ’ t  b u i l t  a s
a  c u l t u r a l  e x p o r t  o r  a n  i n t e l l e c t u a l  e x e r c i s e .  I t  w a s  b u i l t  a s  a  s h a r e d

i n t e r r u p t i o n .

T h i s  i s  a l s o  w h y  c a r n i v a l  m u s i c  r e f u s e s  t o  b e h a v e  p r o p e r l y  w i t h i n  m o d e r n
l i s t e n i n g  c u l t u r e .  Yo u r  a l g o r i t h m  w a n t s  t o  k n o w  h o w  l o n g  y o u  l i s t e n e d ,

w h e t h e r  y o u  s a v e d  t h e  s o n g ,  w h a t  y o u ’ l l  w a n t  n e x t .  C a r n i v a l  m u s i c  d o e s n ’ t
c a r e  i f  y o u  e v e r  p l a y  i t  a g a i n .  I t  i s n ’ t  t r y i n g  t o  a g e  w e l l  o r  b e c o m e  t i m e l e s s
( a l t h o u g h  l e t ' s  b e  f o r  r e a l  i t  i s ) .  I t  i s n ' t  m a d e  f o r  s e c l u s i o n ,  q u i e t  s p a c e s ,

o r  h e a d p h o n e s .  I t  e x i s t s  t o  b e  l o u d  o n c e ,  a l l  a t  o n c e ,  a n d  t h e n  t o  v a n i s h  t i l l
t h e  f o l l o w i n g  y e a r,  l e a v i n g  y o u  y e a r n i n g  f o r  t h e s e  e n j o y a b l e  t i m e s  s p e n t

w i t h  l o v e d  o n e s  t h a t  n o t h i n g  e l s e  c a n  m a t c h  t h a t  t i m e .  L i s t e n i n g  t o
c a r n i v a l  m u s i c  q u i e t l y,  a l o n e ,  w e e k s  l a t e r  w i l l  f e e l  i l l e g a l ,  l i k e  r e p l a y i n g  a

v o i c e  n o t e  t h a t  o n l y  m a d e  s e n s e  i n  t h e  m o m e n t  i t  w a s  s e n t .  W i t h o u t  t h e
c r o w d ,  t h e  r e p e t i t i o n  f e e l s  e x c e s s i v e .  T h e  v o l u m e  f e e l s  u n n e c e s s a r y.  T h a t ’ s

b e c a u s e  c a r n i v a l  m u s i c  i s n ’ t  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  y o u r  i n n e r  l i f e .  I t  g o e s  s t r a i g h t
f o r  y o u r  b o d y :  y o u r  s t a m i n a ,  y o u r  b a l a n c e ,  y o u r  a b i l i t y  t o  k e e p  u p .  T h e

r e p e t i t i o n  i s n ’ t  l a z i n e s s .  I t ’ s  s t r a t e g y.  T h e  v o l u m e  i s n ’ t  e x c e s s .  I t ’ s
i n s t r u c t i o n .  Yo u  a r e  n o t  m e a n t  t o  i n t e r p r e t  c a r n i v a l  m u s i c .  Yo u  a r e  m e a n t

t o  b r i e f l y  s u b m i t  t o  i t .  

A n d  i n  a  w o r l d  t h a t  c o n s t a n t l y  a s k s  y o u  t o  e x p l a i n  y o u r s e l f ,
b r a n d  y o u r s e l f ,  a n d  o p t i m i z e  y o u r  e n j o y m e n t ,  t h a t  s u b m i s s i o n

c a n  f e e l  l i k e  f r e e d o m .  C a r n i v a l  m u s i c  i s  o f t e n  d e s c r i b e d  a s  j o y,
e s c a p e ,  c e l e b r a t i o n .  B u t  u n d e r n e a t h  t h a t  i s  s o m e t h i n g  q u i e t e r

a n d  s t r a n g e r.  F o r  a  s h o r t  w i n d o w ,  y o u  d o n ’ t  c u r a t e  y o u r s e l f .
Yo u  d o n ’ t  p e r f o r m  t a s t e .  Yo u  d o n ’ t  d e c i d e  h o w  y o u  f e e l .  Yo u

j u s t  c o n s e n t  t o  t h e  n o i s e ,  t h e  r e p e t i t i o n ,  t h e  c r o w d  —  a n d  l e t
t h a t  b e  e n o u g h .

T h e n ,  i t  e n d s .  Yo u  g o  b a c k  t o  c h o o s i n g  e v e r y t h i n g  a g a i n ,  s o
e n j o y  t h a t  f r e e d o m  a n d  c a r e l e s s n e s s  w h i l e  i t  l a s t s .  
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T H E  U N D E R G R O U N D
C I R C U S

D a r e  I  s a y,  i n  t h e  t h e m e  o f  C a r n i v a l ,  t h e  D r a m a
d e p a r t m e n t  i s  a  l i t t l e  c i r c u s  o f  i t s  o w n  i n  t h e

b a s e m e n t  o f  o u r  s c h o o l ,  a n d  a s  a  D r a m a  s t u d e n t
m y s e l f ,  I  a m  l o u d  a n d  p r o u d  t o  b e  p a r t  o f  t h a t

p a r a d e !  T h i s  a r t i c l e  i s  d e d i c a t e d  t o  t h e  o n e  a n d
o n l y  M i s s  C o s m a ,  s o  w i t h o u t  f u r t h e r  a d o  I  p r e s e n t

t o  y o u …  h e r  f i n a l  a c t .

F o r  e v e r y  A - l e v e l  D r a m a  s t u d e n t ,  t h e r e  i s  o n e  t h i n g  t h e y  l o o k
f o r w a r d  t o  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  y e a r,  b e s i d e s  a l l  t h e  e n d l e s s  e s s a y -

w r i t i n g  a n d  a c a d e m i c  s t r e s s ,  a n d  t h a t  i s …  d r u m  r o l l  p l e a s e …  t h e
E X H I L I R AT I N G …  t h e  A D V E N T U R O U S …  t h e  O N C E  I N  A  L I F E T I M E
E X P E R I E N C E …  A N N U A L  D R A M A  A - L E V E L  L O N D O N  T R I P !  M u c h -

a n t i c i p a t e d  b y  e v e r y  s i n g l e  d r a m a  s t u d e n t ,  d a r e  I  s a y  t h e
e x p e c t a t i o n s  w e r e  n o t  o n l y  m e t  b u t  e x c e e d e d .  A  j o u r n e y  o f  f o u r  f u l l

d a y s  a n d  t w o  t r a v e l l i n g  d a y s  f i l l e d  w i t h  i n c r e d i b l e  t h e a t r e
p e r f o r m a n c e s ,  t o u r s ,  a n d  a m a z i n g  w o r k s h o p s ,  a l l  r e l e v a n t  t o  o u r
s y l l a b u s  a n d  e v e r y  s i n g l e  s t u d e n t ’ s  i n d i v i d u a l  i n t e r e s t s .  Yo u  m a y

t h i n k  f i v e  p l a y s ,  f o u r  w o r k s h o p s ,  a n d  t w o  t o u r s  a r e  i m p o s s i b l e  t o  d o
i n  f o u r  d a y s ;  y o u  s t a n d  c o r r e c t e d ,  a n d  w e  s t a n d  e x h a u s t e d !  W e  h a d

t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  w a t c h  t h e  m o s t  f a n t a s t i c  p l a y s ,  e a c h  s o  d i f f e r e n t
f r o m  e a c h  o t h e r  a n d  s o  u n i q u e  i n  t h e i r  o w n  w a y.  T h e  s t a n d - o u t  f o r

m e  w a s  t h e  p l a y,  ‘ B e n g a l  T i g e r ’  –  a  s t o r y  s e t  i n  t h e  m i d s t  o f  t h e
s e c o n d  G u l f  W a r  i n  I r a q ,  w i t h  A m e r i c a n  s o l d i e r s ,  h a u n t e d  b y  a
m u r d e r  t i g e r  c a u g h t  i n  t h e  c r o s s f i r e  o f  w a r,  s l o w l y  l o s i n g  t h e i r

s a n i t y  a n d  h u m a n i t y  a m o n g s t  t h e  s o r r o w  a n d  d e s p a i r  b r o u g h t  t o  t h e
I r a q i  p e o p l e .  T h e  p l a y  r a i s e s  m a n y  q u e s t i o n s  t h a t  t e s t  f a i t h ,  t h e

g r e e d i n e s s  a n d  s e l f i s h n e s s  o f  m a n ,  t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  w a r,  a n d  t h e  r o l e
e v e r y o n e  h a s  i n  e i t h e r  i n c r e a s i n g  o r  r e l i e v i n g  s u f f e r i n g .  F r o m  t h e

m o m e n t  t h e  l i g h t s  w e n t  o u t  a n d  t h e  s o n g  “ T h u n d e r s t r u c k ,”  b y  A C / D C
c a u g h t  u s  b y  s u r p r i s e ,  i t  w a s  g r i p p i n g  a n d  I  w a s  s u r e  i t  w o u l d  a n

u n f o r g e t t a b l e  p r o d u c t i o n .  T h e  p l a y  b l e n d e d  d a r k  h u m o u r  w i t h
m o m e n t s  o f  b r u t a l  h o n e s t y,  e x p l o r i n g  t h e  i d e a  o f  p o w e r  a n d  t h e

n e v e r - e n d i n g  c h a s e  o f  i t .  T h e  p e r f o r m a n c e s  w e r e  r a w  a n d  f e a r l e s s ,
p a r t i c u l a r l y  P e t e r  F o r b e s ’ s ,  w h o  p l a y e d  t h e  T i g e r.  H i s  p r e s e n c e

c o m m a n d e d  t h e  s t a g e  i n  m o m e n t s  o f  i n t e n s i t y,  c o m e d i c  r e l i e f ,  a n d
s i l e n c e .  T h e  m i n i m a l i s t  b u t  c l e v e r  u s e  o f  t h e  s t a g e  a n d  s e t  r e m i n d e d

m e  t h a t  t h e a t r e ,  j u s t  l i k e  l i f e ,  d o e s n ’ t  n e e d  t o  b e  f l a s h y  a n d  o v e r
t h e  t o p  –  i t  j u s t  n e e d s  t o  b e  t r u t h f u l .  T h i s  w a s  o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t

s t r i k i n g  e x p e r i e n c e s  o f  t h e  t r i p  t h a t  w i l l  r e m a i n  u n f o r g e t t a b l e  a n d
t r u s t  m e  w h e n  I  s a y  t h i s …  t h e r e  w e r e  m a n y.  B y  t h e  e n d  o f  t h i s  t r i p ,

w e  r e t u r n e d  h o m e  t i r e d ,  b u t  b u z z i n g  w i t h  i d e a s .  L o n d o n  g a v e  u s
m o r e  t h a n  m e m o r i e s  –  i t  g a v e  u s  m o t i v a t i o n .  S e e i n g  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  a t

w o r k ,  i n  w o r k s h o p s ,  b a c k s t a g e ,  a n d  o n  s t a g e ,  m a d e  t h e  d r e a m  o f
t h e a t r e  f e e l  m o r e  r e a l  a n d  m o r e  r e a c h a b l e .  I t  w a s  a  t r i p  t h e

r e m i n d e d  u s  w h y  w e  c h o s e  d r a m a  a s  a n  A - L e v e l  s u b j e c t ,  a n d  w h y  w e
l o v e  t h e a t r e  i n  t h e  f i r s t  p l a c e .  W e  c o u l d n ’ t  b e  m o r e  e a g e r  t o  g o

b a c k  i n t o  D r a m a  1  a n d  w o r k  o n  o u r  o w n  d e v i s i n g  p i e c e s .

T H E  C I R C U S  G O E S  O N  T O U R !  



Miss Cosma is the quiet force behind everything magical the Arts department has ever done,
and this London trip, her thirteenth and final one, felt like a perfect, full-circle moment,

because again, in the midst of all the chaos, complaining, and exhaustion, she was truly our
driving force. As her student, it feels almost impossible to measure the space she has filled in

our school and in us. She didn’t just teach us or just organise these trips, she built worlds.
When the Arts could have faded into the background, she kept them breathing, loud, and
unapologetically alive, no matter how many times they have been tested. Through school

musicals that stretched our limits, welcome parties, winter showcases, afterschool activities
like the Drama Club and the Backstage Club, talent shows that gave courage a stage, and the
individual attention she pays to each of her students to help them reach their full potential,
she made chaos feel like creativity and pressure feel like purpose. That is why she will always
be our “Miss Cosmic,” – because she is literally out-of-this-world amazing; our Underground

Circus Master, the one holding all the strings, trusting us to fly without letting us fall. I believe
I am speaking on behalf of all my classmates when I say this, knowing these are her last

lessons with us hurts more than we expected, but knowing she is taking the same passion to
teach in China (yes, China) feels right, like the next act she was always meant to play. We will
miss her insanely, especially her perfect calm in the chaos, perfect notes, perfect feedback,

perfect advice at the perfect time, and her perfect faith in us before we had it ourselves.
Although she is leaving our school, she is permanently etched into the story of the Arts

department, and the story of who we are!

T H E  V I R I D I A N

T H E  U N D E R G R O U N D  C I R C U S  M A S T E R

D E D I C AT E D  T O
M I S S  E L E N I

C O S M A
 



STUDENT
SPOTLIGHT
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BY 
MARCHELLA SOULTANI



“ you ’ve changed , ” they say . 
Ask me if i ’m fam i l i ar w i th d ishes 
i grew up w i th . 
The sp ices pu lse through my ve ins bu t 
i ’m too sof t , 
too s t range . 
i ’m a fore igner wear ing the ir sk in . 

i leave aga in . 
To a coun t ry where i do no t 
be long . 
i swa l l ow my tongue 
in exchange for a sweeter vo ice 
tha t
    never 
         qu i te 
              f i t 
in my mou th . 

i  am a t i ck bet ween boxes . 
   i c irc le  
bet ween t wo l i ves  
to the po in t where 
“home” 
becomes a concep t ; 
a s tory i te l l ,  
ra ther than a p lace 
where i can  
             stand s t i l l ,  
      where i 
be long . 
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SECOND SKIN
i  re t urn home , 
the s t reets curve d i fferent l y now . 
The market s ta l l s s t i l l  s tand the same 
Yet faces i don ’ t recogn ise 
eye me down l i ke hawks 
when i ta lk –  
as though my tongue has bet rayed them. 

We are very proud to announce that Marchella Soultani (Year
11),  has been awarded First Prize in the Under-18's category of
the Heritage New Writing Contest . 
The competition had 200 entries from 16 different schools in
Cyprus. The topic this year was Moving!

My name was mus ic . 
Now i t ’ s been ch ipped , 
Reshaped . 
To f i t the sharp edges 
of mou ths tha t move 
in unfam i l i ar ways . 



FOLLOW US ON INSTAGRAM!
@SENIORSCHOOLVIRIDIAN

FOLLOW US ON TIKTOK!
@THESSVIRIDIAN

Thank you for reading this month’s edition,
Stay tuned for our next edition, out soon! 
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